


 The terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11th, 2001 killed 
approximately 3000 
people and immediately 
cost the US economy 
$150 billion.

 The attacks were 
directed at symbols of 
American power and the 
Western world‟s 
economy and were linked 
to an Islamic extremist 
group called al-Qaeda.



 There is nothing new about terrorism, it has 
existed for centuries. The word was first used to 
describe action during the French Revolution 
(1789).

 Surprisingly, there is no generally accepted 
definition of the word “terrorism”.



 Modern terrorism began in 1968 when an Israeli 
airliner was hijacked by Palestinian terrorists. 

 Modern terrorism is different from earlier 
terrorism in 2 ways…
1. Terrorists have an understanding of the 

importance of the media.
2. Little care is taken to avoid death and injury to 

ordinary people.

Before 1968, it was normal for a terrorist group to 
warn authorities about the placement of a bomb.



 The Memorial Institute for the Prevention of 
Terrorism (MIPT) was set up after the 1995 
Oklahoma City bombing. MIPT lists hundreds of 
terrorist groups.

 A number of terrorist groups are well known because 
they have made numerous attacks and have killed and 
wounded large numbers of people.
1. Taliban – Afghanistan
2. Earth Liberation Front – US, Canada
3. Al-Qaeda – 65 nations –Islamic World, Western 

Europe, US
4. Hamas – Israel, West Bank, Gaza
5. Hezbollah – Lebanon, Israel
6. Mujahedeen – Iraq
7. Islamic Jihad – Israel, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank, 

Gaza



 Your answer depends on what stats you use and 
your determination of what counts as a terrorist 
event.

 The National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) 
and the MIPT Terrorism Knowledge Base (TKB) 
have completely different stats since 2005. 
(figure 23-4, page 370)

 NCTC changed the definition it uses to include 
terrorist acts within one country.  This lead to its 
increase in numbers.



 For example:

In 2004, Chechen 
terrorists bombed 2 
Russian airliners. Plane 
1 had all Russian‟s on 
board, plane 2 had one 
Israeli citizen on 
board. Plane 1 would 
not count as a 
terrorist act while 
plane 2 would. Clearly 
both are terrorist 
acts.



 Terrorism is not a goal; 
it is a method used to 
reach a goal.

 It is one aspect of 
Asymmetric Warfare
– fighting between two 
very unevenly matched 
military opponents. The 
weaker opponent will 
often resort to tactics 
that the stronger may 
describe as terrorism.



1. Overthrowing a 
government, forcing a 
foreign army to leave a 
country, obtaining money 
to support other 
terrorist activities, or 
forcing the release of 
imprisoned colleagues.

2. Terrorists try to spread 
widespread fear and 
anxiety hoping to change 
the normal behavior of 
the targeted population.



3. Provoke governments 
to overreact and 
introduce harsh 
counterterrorism 
measures. The hope is 
this will cause the 
people to oust the 
existing government.

4. Governments may use 
terrorism to force 
obedience from the 
population. This is 
called State 
Terrorism.



 Since the „80‟s, the use of state terrorism has 
declined as more an more countries respect human 
rights. 

 Notable forms of state terrorism are the 
murdering, torturing and the disappearance of 
political opponents.

 In Myanmar and some other countries , 
governments still use oppressive measures against 
their opponents.



 The US government has been 
accused of torturing detainees 
in its “War on Terror” in 
Iraq, Afghanistan,  and 
elsewhere.

 Some countries harbor 
terrorists but do not commit 
terrorist acts. This is known 
as state-sponsored 
terrorism. For example, 
Afghanistan   harbors 
facilities for al-Qaeda. Iran, 
Syria, Libya, and North Korea 
are also known to harbor 
terrorists.



 3 different types of motivation or a combination 
of the 3 types may be at work.

1. Rational motivation: other methods of reaching 
a goal were considered but abandoned because 
they were not effective. Instead, asymmetric 
warfare is used to reach the goal.



2. Psychological motivation:
these terrorists are “true 
believers” and believe that 
they are right in both their 
cause and methods. The 
opponent is considered evil. 
Groups built on this type of 
motivation often splinter 
into smaller factions as 
disagreement is not 
accepted as they have 
absolute beliefs.

3. Cultural motivation: Some 
join terrorist groups out of 
fear that their cultural and 
religious values are 
threatened. To some, 
terrorist action for this 
reason is not only 
acceptable, it‟s a duty.



“One person‟s terrorist is 
another person‟s freedom 
fighter.”

 A violent act can be seen by one person as a 
terrorist act, while to another it is seen as a 
necessary step to achieve liberty or to protect 
one‟s religion or culture.



 Nelson Mandela was 
considered to be a 
terrorist. 5 years later 
he won the Nobel Peace 
Prize for the peaceful 
transition of South 
Africa from the racist 
apartheid regime to the 
democratic government 
that exists today.

 Nelson Mandela Bio

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqoYmx_L-Xs


 Yasser Arafat founded 
the PLO and was often 
called a terrorist 
leader. He shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 
„94 for his efforts to 
help create peace in 
the Middle East.



 In the „90‟s, Bin Laden was 
an idealistic young Muslim 
who went to Afghanistan 
to fight the “godless” 
Soviets occupiers. He was 
considered a “good guy” by 
the West. Now he is 
considered one of the 
worst villains of modern 
times. In his opinion, little 
has changed.  He still 
fights foreign forces to 
protect his faith. 



 Biological and Chemical Threats:
When the religious cult Aum Shinrikyo released a 

nerve gas called sarin into a subway in Tokyo in „95, 
the threat of chemical terrorism became a reality. 
12 died and more than 5000 were injured.

After 9/11, letters containing anthrax spores were 
mailed to American media outlets and government 
offices. Since anthrax is a potentially deadly 
disease, many countries began building up supplies 
of antidotes to biological weapons. This form of 
terrorism is known as bioterrorism.



 Nuclear Threats: 
The death and 

destruction caused by 
an act of nuclear 
terrorism would greatly 
surpass any previous 
attack.

There are four main 
forms of Nuclear 
threat that exist.



1. A terrorist group could buy an atomic bomb.

2. A terrorist group might attempt to build its own 
nuclear weapon.

3. Terrorists who are unable to build a real atomic 
bomb could build a hybrid bomb (dirty bomb) 
which uses explosives to spread dangerous 
radioactive materials over populated areas.

4. Terrorists could blow up a nuclear power plant to 
release the massive amount of radioactive 
materials inside.



 The response to 9/11 was to declare a “war on terror”, 
which can be problematic since “terror” is a 
methodology, not an enemy.

 Containing the threat of terrorism involves 
counterterrorist measures.

 Interfere with terrorist planning and organizing.

 Use spies to uncover terrorist plots

 Use electronic surveillance

 Arrests where possible

 Assassinating terrorists where possible



 The military strike against points of interest in 
Afghanistan  was an attempt to wipe out the leadership 
of al-Qaeda and the Taliban government.

 striking strong holds

 What followed was a long phase of asymmetric 
warfare, something the Taliban and al-Qaeda are very 
good at.

 In 2003, the US, with considerably less international 
support than in Afghanistan, invaded and occupied 
Iraq. bombing Baghdad

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BRk6MPtVa4&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLWakcUp43Q&feature=related


 Track the movement of funds to known terrorist 
organizations.

 Provide better protection for likely targets of attack.
 Increase airport security, 

 Protection of nuclear power plants

 Protection of water systems

 Protection of major sports facilities

 Provide disgruntled people with an opportunity to 
voice their concerns.


